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Background 

Agriculture is a major external source of eutrophication of the Baltic Sea, contributing to over half of total waterborne 
nutrient inputs to the sea therefore reductions of nutrient inputs/losses from farming form the core of the 
eutrophication segment of the BSAP and a large part of CCB activities. 

Traditionally CCB has addressed prevention of diffuse and point-source pollution from agriculture through supporting 
implementation of the EU policies consisting primarily of WFD, ND, IED, CAP and improving its coherence with HD/BD 
and MSFD, ensuring implementation of HELCOM legal requirements (part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention) as 
well as following closely other regional frameworks, e.g. PA Nutri and Bioeconomy of the EUSBSR. Wider outreach has 
been achieved through CCB’s active participation at “Greener Agriculture for a Bluer Baltic Sea” annual conferences, 
being held regionally for 5 years. 

With the new EU CAP and recent HELCOM’s work it has become evident that reaching GES will require agriculture 
production within BSR to become sustainable. Targeted measures to curb runoff will only be successful if agricultural 
areas critical to nutrient losses are identified and related risks addressed. To be effective, enforcement mechanisms 
should be complemented by broader transfer of best practices, focused on nutrient management (balanced fertilisation, 
manure handling and processing), as well as restoration/construction of wetlands and establishing of buffer zones to 
trap nutrients from reaching the sea. These and other measures will be addressed in CCB’s Biannual Strategy for 2016-
2017 and longer term planning till 2020-2021, when GES should be achieved for the Baltic Sea. Eutrophication is also 
one the core Descriptors for GES in the marine environment under the EU MSFD. Close follow-up of national PoMs and 
jointly coordinated measures are needed to ensure that reduction of agricultural nutrient runoff is addressed 
effectively. 

In 2013 HELCOM decided to update by 2016 its provisions on pollution prevention from agriculture, and also to reach 
nutrient balanced fertilization in 2018, by reducing nutrient surplus in fertilization practices and applying nutrient 
accounting at farm level in 2018. Follow-up of implementation of these and other adopted actions to control nutrient 
runoff from agriculture is of crucial importance.      

Additionally, CAP subsidies can become an important EU-instrument to support cross-compliance between CAP and EU 
agreements and environmental acquis, e.g. ensuring reaching GES under the WFD and MSFD. CAP-subsidies’ impact on 
the production side of the market is probably stronger than any other EU instrument. Therefore it is important to follow 
that CAP subsidies allocation does not lead to deterioration of river basins and assess if public payments to farms 
contribute to water protection. 

Control and reduction of nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus) inputs to waters is also the scope of the EU ND that e.g. 
controls management of nutrient runoff from farmland and spreading of manure on agricultural land. According to the 
EU Assessments, this Directive is not yet properly implemented in BSR countries, e.g. the EC launched infringement 
procedure against Poland, having most farmland in the BSR,  but lacking implementation for manure storage capacities, 
fertilization rates and limited designation of Nitrates Vulnerable Zones (NVZ).  

EU circular economy package relates to efficient use of limited natural resources, as mineral phosphorus, and climate-
demanding nitrogen fertilizers. Support of efficient use and recycling of internal European manure nutrient resources 
and saving scarce global phosphorus resources is needed.  

Intensive rearing of animals represents an important source for overfertilizing adjacent farmland. This sector therefore 
needs to be addressed by improving management of its waste flows (manure, slurry, urea, etc). CCB has been involved 
in Baltic wide activities related to IAFs for 15 years. In 2014-15, CCB participated via the IED Forum in the process for 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-nitrates/reports.html
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development of the new IED (former IPPC) BAT/BEP document. After consultation period in 2015, new legally-binding 
requirements for IAF should be adopted by EC in spring 2016. CCB plans a number of activities to support the full 
implementation of the new BREF for IAFs in the BSR. 

HELCOM has via BSAP and its follow-up process adopted a number of actions related to manure management and 
farmland fertilization. CCB has a historical record of participation in development of HELCOM policies related to manure 
management and minimizing farmland nutrient runoff. Through advocating at HELCOM meetings, CCB will support the 
full implementation of HELCOM actions that are stricter than EU requirements legislation (e.g. cover not only poultry 
and pigs, but also cattle).     

Within 2015 CCB performed number of activities related to the above background information. The results of those 
activities are compiled and presented in several reports produced by CCB and made availibale on the webiste. 

1. Report on Regulations on animal manure management in the Baltic Sea Region – main challenges and 
opportunities from different countries’ perspective made an attempt  

 to screen differences in national manure management regulations/legislation 

 to address the need for developing common and harmonized regulations, guidelines and rules for efficient 
use of manure,  with a view to minimize overfertilization in the Baltic Sea Region,  and to support equal 
competitiveness in the sector.  

The report also aimed to show problems, challenges and opportunities of animal fertilizers management from 
different countries’ perspective, underlining different approaches to the issue in different parts of the Baltic Sea 
region (BSR). Additionally, an overview of good national examples illustrated applicability of best practices. 

2. Report ”Towards Best Available Techniques to reduce environmental impacts of Industrial Animal Farming within 
Baltic Sea catchment. Sustainable practices to reduce nutrient loads” describes  

arrangement of 2 seminars on promotion of BAT to reduce environmental impacts of IAF within Baltic Sea 
catchment – one in Vilnius (Lithuania) on 31 March 2015 and the other one in Vitebsk (Belarus, but serving also 
for Russia) on 17 December 2015. The report also contains links to respeve seminar marterials, including 
presentations made. In relation to this activity the CCB Report on Industrial Livestock Farming in the BSR from 
2014 was translated into Russian. 

3. Report ”Which instruments of the EU CAP are able to bring positive impact on the Baltic Sea environment? Survey 
of national EU CAP Rural Development Programmes in Finland, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland” 

Within this study, the CCB was set to develop activities to promote sustainable agriculture practices to limit nutrient 
leakage from farmland in the Baltic Sea Region, to mitigate eutrophication, the major environmental problem of 
the Baltic Sea. At the same time, we are advocating to get as much as possible the efficient use of public money in 
a form of CAP-subsidies, mainly via Rural Development Programmes and Agri-environmental schemes, to be 
allocated for water protection measures in agriculture, to minimize water nutrient runoff from farmland. 

Publishing of this report in English concludes series of national activities implemented within 2015 for advocating 
for more efficient use of CAP-subsidies in relation to nutrient reduction from Baltic farmland (presentation of CCB 
position and reports on agriculture and nutrient run-off at national meetings e.g. in Poland, and BSR events e.g. 
Greener Agriculture for a Bluer Baltic Sea 2015 Conference). 
This Survey report on foreseen national allocation of CAP-subsidies in the BSR is expected to be used for 

 advocating on international/national level for efficient agri-environmental measures to control Baltic Sea 
eutrophication. 

 building political will on Baltic international and national level to address more efficiently necessary actions to 
reduce agriculture nutrient run-off, with use of available instruments and regulations. 

 creating and sustaining relationships with governmental and academic institutions in building a broad support 
for the importance to use public funds, EU and national agriculture-subsides that contribute to the solution of 
the eutrophication problem of the Baltic Sea 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of this information and make use of it in national work. 
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